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This artist’s rendering shows the Lofts at City Center, a mix of student housing and retail. It will replace Wood Square, which was destroyed in the April 27, 2011, tornado.

Construction begins on $100M development

The Lofts at City Center will replace Wood Square

By Jason Morton
Staff Writer

TUSCALOOSA | With a ceremo-
nious flip of a shovel, construction
on the largest development within
the tornado path of Tuscaloosa was
celebrated Monday on McFarland
Boulevard.

The Lofts at City Center is replac-
ing Wood Square Shopping Center,
the 13.5-acre shopping center that
was leveled by the tornado that
ripped a 5.9-mile path across the city
on April 27, 2011.

And with a price tag of about $100
million, the Lofts at City Center was
the first development to gain approv-
al for construction under the city’s
mixed-use, or MX, zoning codes ap-
proved earlier this year.

“I think it’s an extreme honor to
even be in the position to bring such
a remarkable, high-quality develop-
ment into the recovery zone,” said
Robert W. Buchalter, the president
and chief real estate officer of Capi-
tal Growth Buchalter Inc., which
owned the site long before the storm
reduced it to rubble.

The development is a partnership
between Birmingham-based com-
panies Capital Growth Buchalter
Inc., which owned the Wood Square
Shopping Center, and Capstone Col-
legiate Communities, which has de-
veloped or manages more than 30
similar apartment complexes in col-
leges towns Gainesville, Fla.; Baton
Rouge, La.; Columbia, Mo.; and Au-
burn, among others.

As dignitaries and elected officials
from Washington to City Hall looked
on, Buchalter explained that the
development at the corner of 13th
Street and McFarland Boulevard will
feature retail and residential compo-
nents, with the retail taking up about
50,000 square feet of the estimated
500,000 square feet of developed
space.

The construction alone is expected
to bring in 500 new, but temporary,

construction-trade jobs with a pay-
roll of about $20 million. Once com-
plete, the development is expected
to employ more than 150 full-time
workers and contribute an annual
$1.2 million in new city sales taxes,
officials said.

Buchalter said that negotiations
with potential retailers and restau-
rants had not progressed far enough
to name which ones would be setting
up in Tuscaloosa by the fall of 2014,
which is when the majority — if not
all — of the retail space will be com-
plete.

However, he did say that most of
the businesses with which Capital
Growth Buchalter is talking will be
new to the Tuscaloosa market.

“There are several that we are in
serious conversations with,” Buchal-
ter said.

For the residential component, for
which construction is already under
way, the complex will be a 1,226-bed,
upscale student housing community.

The units will consist of two, three
and four bedrooms, with each resi-
dent having his or her own bedroom
and bathroom.

Per-bedroom rent rates will start
at $575 per month, and college stu-
dents already have begun signing
leases for the development’s Phase
I, which is expected to open with 608
beds in fall 2013, officials said.

Like other student housing com-
plexes across the city, The Lofts at
City Center will have residential
common areas, including a 24-hour
clubhouse with fitness center, busi-
ness center, lounge areas, tanning
bed, televisions and video gaming
systems. There will pingpong and
Foosball tables in the commons area.

In the private courtyards, there will
be both a large, resortstyle swim-
ming pool as well as a lap pool. Other
amenities include community grills,
sunning decks with lounge chairs
and a poolside fireplace.

To see more photos
Sfrom the ground-
breaking of the Lofts
at City Center, visit
wwuw.tuscaloosa
news.com.

Setting The Lofts apart from other
complexes is its building arrange-
ment and parking placement.

The project will consist of four five-
story buildings built around parking
decks and open courtyards, and the
street network within the develop-
ment has been designed for both
pedestrians and bicyclists while of-
fering on-street parking for visitors.

In keeping with the city of Tusca-
loosa’s design guidelines for MX
zones, the buildings are placed clos-
er to the street, while sidewalks and
trees and street lamps are designed
to aid in walkability, and residential
parking will be shielded from view

behind the buildings in parking
decks.

Buchalter praised the leadership
of Tuscaloosa, including Mayor Walt
Maddox, the City Council and John
McConnell, the director of the city’s
Department of Planning and Devel-
opment Services, for implementing
a progressive and modern vision of
a future Tuscaloosa, which he said
was evidenced in the Tuscaloosa
Forward redevelopment plans.

“What you see now is progress at
work,” Buchalter said. “And the fin-
ished property you’ll see at this site
will be that of (the developers) and
the city of Tuscaloosa.”
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Tuscaloosa Mayor Walt Maddox speaks during a groundbreaking cer-
emony for the Lofts at City Center along McFarland Boulevard on
Monday. The development is being built in the former Wood Square
Shopping Center, which was destroyed in the April 27, 2011, tornado.
WHAT IS IT? The complex will include a student housing community as
well as retailers and restaurants.

U.S. Sen. Richard Shelby, RTus-
caloosa, agreed with Buchalter’s
assessment of Tuscaloosa’s leaders
and the vision that has been laid out
for Tuscaloosa’s recovery zone.

“] like what the council and the
leadership and the mayor have
done,” said the state’s senior sena-
tor who is from Tuscaloosa, and who
has known the Buchalter family for
50 years. “This is a 100-year oppor tu-
nity(,1 and I think they’re on the right
road.”

Reach Jason Morton at jason.mor-
ton@tuscaloosanews.com or 205-722-
0200.





